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THE PHANTOM FORTRESS OF CHRISTIAN 

SCIENCE. 



BT J. M. BUCffLEY, LL.D. 



Though man a thinking 1 being is designed, 
Few use the great prerogative of mind. 
How few think justly of the thinking few! 
How many never think, who think they do! 

By publishing in the July number "The Absurd Paradox of 
Christian Science," the North American Review has done what 
the Court of this City in the Brush Will Case and of Boston in 
the Woodbury Libel Suit failed to do, namely : bring the leaders 
of Christian Science to book. For the apostles of Mrs. Eddy do 
not imitate the apostles of Christ. Those were ever ready to 
debate anywhere with saint or respectful sinner. Besides re- 
sponding fearlessly to the Epicurians and Stoics on Mars Hill, 
Paul disputed daily at Ephesus for more than two years in the 
school of one Tyrannus, a sort of forerunner of the Nineteenth 
Century Club, but these prefer to speak when they cannot be 
answered. 

But in the) August Review the Publication Committee, 
through one of its members, has placed itself on record in the 
attitude of a controvertist. It is improbable that the author of 
"The Simple Logic of Christian Science" would issue this mani- 
festo without the approbation of his fellow members and of the 
High Priestess herself. We now know as much of their "views" 
as Christian Scientists are willing to acknowledge to the public. 

The article includes admissions, criticisms, a theory whereby 
to explain how any one could think Christian Science an "Absurd 
Paradox," personal references to the writer of that article, vari- 
ous passages of Scripture, some philosophic and scientific terms, 
one or two appeals to "common sense," and several hundred asser- 
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tions, most of them resembling a class of the population inquired 
into by the State, because they have "no visible means of sup- 
port," others being connected with each other — apparently only 
for rhetorical reasons — by the word "therefore." The spirit of 
the whole seems serious, and there is an avowed attempt to state 
the germs of the conception known as Christian Science. 

Personal allusions can be eliminated from the discussion as 
shedding no light on the problem. 

The Admissions in the Simple Logic are of the first impor- 
tance. 

On page 242, August number of North American Eeview, 
are these statements: 

"It is generally conceded that the cures effected by Christian 
Science are not always instantaneous; and that many of the surgical 
cases have been turned over to surgeons. But this does not prove 
that the cures in Christian Science differ in quality from those per- 
formed by Jesus and his disciples. Christian Scientists are only be- 
ginners in this wonderful work; they have barely entered upon their 
demonstrations of the healing power of Mind, and they are still 
learning their ABCat the feet of the Master. They will accomplish 
better results later on." 

Their cures, then, are not always instantaneous. This puts 
them out of line with the methods of Christ and the Apostles. 
In trying to prove that their "cures" do not "differ in quality 
from those performed by Christ and His disciples," Mrs. Eddy's 
spokesman has 'searched the New Testament and found one case 
which he adduces as "not instantaneous." It is in Mark, vii., 
23-25: 

"And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the 
town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, 
he asked him if he saw aught. 

"And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 

"After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him 
look up; and he was restored, and saw every man clearly." 

Daring to the point of sacrilege is the comparison of their 
halting measures — by their own confession often extending to 
more than twenty treatments and sometimes to twice that num- 
ber — with the operation of Christ in the healing of the blind 
man, when, at the first touch, sight was restored, and, at the 
second, accurately adjusted. 

Another loophole is sought in the declaration that even "Jesus 
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was not able to do many mighty works" in his own country "be- 
cause of their unbelief." 

The representative did not read the accounts in Luke and 
John, which show that as the countrymen and kindred of Jesus 
refused to hear him, he left the country followed by the few 
who believed. Had he compared the two versions of those who 
speak specifically of the matter he would have been spared humili- 
ation. For Matthew, xiii., 58, says: "And he did not many 
mighty works there because of their unbelief." Mark, vi, 5, 
relates that "he could there do no mighty work because of their 
unbelief," but adds : "save that He laid his hands upon a few sick 
folk, and healed them." The very thing, then, which Christian 
Scientists usually cannot do if persons opposed are present, Christ 
did under these untoward circumstances. 

The representative of Eddyism concedes that "many of the 
surgical cases have been turned over to surgeons." The reader 
should not deceive himself by the word surgical. For it relates 
only to a mode of treatment and not to disease. Broken bones, 
gangrene, cancer, malformations, pus that will kill unless an 
outlet be found for it, and the abnormal condition of an appen- 
dix, bear the same relation to "mortal mind" and its beliefs, and 
to Immortal Mind, that other disorders bear. Why, then, do they 
turn them over to surgeons? Only because they cannot effect a 
return to the normal by their methods. Usually the sort they 
turn over are such as they see with their own "mortal mind" and 
"human sense" will die or disgrace them if they do not. Often 
General Hospitals and surgeons find that such surgical cases are 
not surrendered till they are incurable, though they might have 
been made whole or helped before. 

Mrs. Eddy after experiment found that she could do nothing 
reliable with a large class of eases, and early in her career revealed 
the poverty of her system by saying to her pupils : 

"Until the advancing age admits the efficacy and supremacy of 
Mind, it is better to leave surgery and the adjustment of broken 
bones and dislocations to the fingers of a surgeon, while you confine 
yourself chiefly to mental reconstruction, and the prevention of 
inflammation." 

"Inflammation," then, is a fact to be reckoned with. 

Again, twenty-five years later, she said: 

"The practice of surgery is not introduced into Christian Science, 
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whose rules and methods are based upon the examples of Jesus and 
his follows." 

Her rules and methods are in all respects contrary to the 
methods and examples of Christ and his followers. Imagine 
Him who made the "maimed every whit whole" waiting for the 
"advancing age" and meanwhile calling for a surgeon! 

The representative makes this surprising admission : 

"Paul's prescription to Timothy of 'a little wine for his stomach's 
sake'; and often infirmities seem to have been a concession to ma- 
terial methods." 

Paul understood himself and knew that there is no incom- 
patibility between using natural means and faith in and prayer 
to God for the sick. He knew even then that much wine is most 
pernicious, and said: "Be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess." But the process of distillation not having been invented, 
and the fortifying of wine with alcohol being unknown, Paul 
knew that among the few recognized remedies wine administered 
with caution and restricted to "a little" might serve a useful 
purpose. A weak stomach and other infirmities were as real to 
Timothy as strong digestion and unfailing energy were to Peter, 
or as his "thorn in the flesh" was to Paul himself. 

Remedies safer than wine are now known, and the attempt to 
inject a temperance discussion into the problem by asking whether 
I would repeat the advice fails to create a diversion. 

Concerning a similar passage in the Old Testament the repre- 
sentative suggests that literal wine may not be meant but the 
"wine of inspiration." If so it must be very dangerous ; for the 
passage begins: "It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for 
kings to drink wine * * * lest they drink, and forget the 
law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted." 

Mrs. Eddy, says her representative, "deprecates petitioning an 
All-knowing God for special favors." This is contrary to the 
teaching and practice both of Christ and his disciples. To seem 
to harmonize the Lord's prayer with her own teaching Mrs. Eddy 
has produced what deserves no better name than a travesty, as it 
practically eliminates every petition. Christian Scientists call it 
"a spiritual interpretation." The wine could have done no worse 
for Lemuel. 

Of Criticisms of my quotations and statements there are few. 

The anonymous quotation on the fly leaf of "Science and 
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Health," beginning, "I, I, I, I itself I, The inside and outside, 
the what and the why," was described as a characterization of the 
Infinite Ego. The representative declares that "No such explana- 
tion accompanies the text," and adds, "but even if this inter- 
pretation be correct, he (author of Absurd Paradox, etc.) does not 
tell us what conclusions he draws therefrom." 

Why does he not reveal the true interpretation? Shall it 
forever remain uncertain? Is it revealed to Mrs. Eddy's private 
disciples only? It was not introduced to support a conclusion, 
but to bring forward the question of personal identity, to 
determine whether there is a human ego that suffers, feels, wills 
and acts. If it be not stark nonsense, that apostrophe to "I" 
is either a characterization of the Infinite Ego, or of some other 
ego. If it be the characterization of another ego than the In- 
finite, it undermines the foundation of Christian Science as ex- 
pounded in the "Simple Logic, etc." If it is a characterization 
of the Infinite Ego, it is bald Pantheism, leaving no place for 
human personality and responsibility. 

The representative complains that in the quotation beginning 
"Compared with the inspired wisdom and infinite meaning of the 
Word of Truth," Berkeley and others writers mentioned, "are 
* * * as Stygian night to the kindling dawn," I inserted 
after "Word of Truth" in brackets the title "Science and Health." 
The connection led to the belief that the "Word of Truth" 
referred to "Science and Health;" but if the reference is to the 
Bible it does not affect the result; for Mrs. Eddy declares that 
the sole author of "Science and Health" is God, and she but a 
"scribe echoing the harmonies of heaven in Metaphysics." 

The Manual of services for Christian Science churches re- 
quires this address to be read, which has one word italicized : 

"The canonical writings, together with the word of our text- 
book, * * * constitute a sermon undivorced from truth, uncontam- 
inated and unfettered by human hypotheses, and authorized by 
Christ." 

It is claimed by Mrs. Eddy that even the by-laws of the mother 
church in Boston were definitely inspired by God. 

'•The Kules and By-Laws in the Manual of The First Church of 
Christ. Scientist, Boston, originated not in solemn conclave as In 
ancient Sanhedrim. They were not arbitrary opinions nor dictatorial 

demands such as one person might impose on another. 
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"They were impelled by a power not one's own, were written at different 
dates, and as the occasion required." * 

Leo XIII would not be allowed by the most ancient and ven- 
erable organization of which he is the head to make such claims, 
neither could the holy apostles or prophets claim more. The 
correction gires opportunity to emphasize the stupendous claims 
of this irresponsible medium of alleged special communication 
with the Infinite. 

The representative charges against me a grave error in quota- 
tion: 

"A quotation from Mrs. Eddy's writings, which he designates as 
drawn from 'elsewhere,' is an incorrect rendering from 'Miscellaneous 
Writings,' pp. 361-2. Here the word 'elucidates' has been changed to 
'eliminates'— totally changing the sense of Mrs. Eddy's words. Owing 
to a certain similarity in the appearance of these printed words, and 
to the fact that they contain the same number of letters, I think this 
mistake must be ascribed to a typographical error." 

A member of the Publication Committee of an institution not 
yet forty years old should certainly be acquainted with the author- 
ized documents of his Church. The quotation was not from "Mis- 
cellaneous Writings," copyrighted in 1896, but from the Christian 
Science Journal, December, 1886, article first, entitled "Science 
and Philosophy," by Rev. Mary B. G. Eddy. The word in the 
original is "eliminates" and not "elucidates." No mistake was 
made. 

Further, "elucidates" in the passage referred to seems 
strangely out of place. "He eliminates (elucidates) his own idea 
wherein principle and idea are not one — or God and man are one 
— and who could say which that one was ?" 

Either "eliminates" or "extirpates" or "mystifies" might be 
substituted for elucidates without making more or less sense ; and 
the whole was introduced to show that Mrs. Eddy in that 
rhapsody ran, not into transcendentalism or mysticism, but into 
mere fog. 

As these are all the criticisms attempted, it may be assumed 
that the other statements of fact and quotation are correct. 

The Scriptures quoted in "The Simple Logic, etc.," are in 
every case mutilated, misunderstood, or misapplied. These errors, 
apart from the subject, are so peculiar as to deserve preservation 
as curiosities. The writer endorses Mrs. Eddy's statement that 

» 21st Edition Manual of the Mother Church. Extract from a letter in 
"Miscellaneous Writings" by Mary Baker G. Eddy. 
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diet, dirt and exercise can neither help nor harm except as belief 
causes it, and remarks, "Concerning exercise, I find Mrs. Eddy's 
words wonderfully corroborated in I. Timothy, iv., 7-8." 

Here follows the passage, of which the proxy gave only part: 

"But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself 
rather unto godliness. For bodily exercise proflteth little; but godli- 
ness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which Is to come." 

All that men can do in the natural world if done without 
godliness profiteth but for a little time, but godliness has the 
promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. It 
has no relation to what is called "exercise" for health's sake. 
What were the %ld wives' fables" that were to be refused does 
not appear, but that dirt, diet and exercise can neither help nor 
harm, except as one thinks, might well be among the number. 

To prove that one should not ask God specifically for anything, 
the representative says : "The warning of James must not be 
disregarded: 'Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss.'" 
Here he splits the sentence, improperly punctuates it, and wholly 
perverts the sense. The purpose was to teach disciples to ask for 
special favors of God from right motives, and to be used for right 
purposes. "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts." 

The Sermon on the Mount is distorted by affirming that Christ 
showed that man is not dependent upon material remedies, and 
never taught sanitation. The proof he gives of this is, "Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on." He forgot 
that the same sermon declared that "your Heavenly Father know- 
eth that ye have need of these things. But seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness ; and all these things shall be 
added unto you" — you shall have what is necessary to eat and 
to drink, and your body shall have something to wear. 

These are examples of emergency logic. There is a remark- 
able similarity between them and the style of Brigham Young 
when Horace Greeley asked him how he could harmonize Polyg- 
amy with the command, "A bishop then must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife." Young replied, "He must not be a cel- 
ibate ; he must have one wife at least !" 
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There is an almost entire absence of Logical Seasoning, 

even where its forms are employed. This is an illustration : 

"Darkness is not an entity or a reality, but merely the absence 
of light; black is not a color, but rather the negation of color. So 
disease is viewed in Christian Science as the absence or negation of 
health, and not as a positive quantity." 

These analogies are not just. Health is a condition of or 
process in the human clothing of the spirit of man; so also is 
disease. Neither is a "positive quantity" that can be bottled up 
or weighed. Change the condition or obstruct the processes which 
naturally give ease in thinking, feeling, acting — otherwise health 
— and the result will be dis-ease. 

That man cannot comprehend the process by which he sees, 
hears, touches, tastes and smells, is no reason why he should 
deny either the existence of spirit or body, or accept as Divine 
Wisdom the contradictory statements and inconsistent actions of 
Christian Scientists. 

The representative distills the essence of unreason into the 
following : 

"Humanly speaking, disease is distressingly real while it lasts; 
but when it is entirely gone, destroyed, by whatever means, where is 
its reality? It might be termed, paradoxically, a temporary reality; 
but, in point of fact, the real is the eternal and Indestructible, and 
disease certainly does not ibelong to such a category." 

Whoever supposed that when it is "entirely gone" it is real? 
Neither is health mere than temporary reality; for "when it is 
'destroyed' * * * where is its reality?" 

Why, he asks, if there be any power in drugs, did not Christ 
use them. This is a constantly recurring question in Mrs. Eddy's 
works, but it is "logic" walking on one leg. How could a prophet 
or Divine teacher who uses natural means prove thereby that 
he had supernatural power? Christ might as well have been 
asked to calm the waves of the sea by pouring oil upon them. 

"What authority is there," he asks, "for the statement that 
'the disciples lost no patients,' or that 'those whom they healed 
suffered no relapses?' There was no record kept of these eases 
so far as we know." 

Then, so far as we know, most of them might have relapsed. 
This is another instance of Christian Science healers' reading 
back their methods into the New Testament. They keep no rec- 
ords of failures or relaoses. 
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The influence of Mrs. Eddy's personality and habit of mistak- 
ing disconnected assertions for logic, afflicts all her devotees. A 
few months is sufficient to make a marked change in the few who 
had formerly been capable of coherent and concentrated thought. 

It having been reported that Mrs. Eddy resorted to anaes- 
thetics to deaden the sense of pain when undergoing the extrac- 
tion of a tooth, it became necessary to secure testimony from the 
dentist. Accordingly the following was printed in the Chris- 
tian Science Journal: 

"The following over Dr. Fletcher's own signature is also given 
verbatim: 

"The story told by the Rev. Dr. Whitaker and others, to the 
effect that Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy called at my office In Concord, 
N. H., in great pain, and had a carious tooth extracted, requesting 
me to use a local anaesthetic before extracting the tooth, is incorrect. 
Mrs. Eddy did call at my office and had a troublesome tooth ex- 
tracted. But It was not a carious tooth, neither was she in pain at 
the time. She did request me to extract the tooth, allowing me to use 
my own painless method for extracting teeth, which I had recom- 
mended. 

"I shall take no further notice of inquiries on this subject. 

"(Signed) JOHN M. FLETCHER. 

"Concord, N. H., November 22, 1900." 

With this Mrs. Eddy published the following attempt at the 
the vindication of her course: 

"Bishop Berkeley and I agree that all Is Mind. Then, consist- 
ently with this premise, the conclusion is, that if I employ a dental 
surgeon, and he believes that the extraction of a tooth is made 
easier by some application or means which he employs, and I object 
to the employment of this means, I have turned the dentist's mental 
protest against myself; he thinks I must suffer because his method is 
interfered with. Therefore, his mental force weighs against a pain- 
less operation, whereas it should be put into the same scale as mine, 
thus producing a painless operation as a logical result." 

Mrs. Eddy's votaries received this, not only without laughter, 
but with awe ! 

The Essential Fallacies of Christian Science are in these 
passages : 

"Christian Science, then, teaches that God is Spirit, or Mind. But 
if God is infinite and perfect, He must also be Infinite Good, and 
this Infinite Good is what we term Love. The idea of a God knowing 
good and evil, capable of love and hate, rewarding and punishing 
His children at will, gives place in Christian Science to a new concept. 
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'God is divine Principle, supreme incorporeal Being, Mind, Spirit, 
Soul, Life, Truth, Love.' 



"If God is Spirit, and He made man in His image and likeness, 
then man must be spiritual, and must reflect God's nature, as the 
creature reflects the Creator. Everything, therefore, which seems 
unlike God, or Good, in man must be the result of some false belief, 
and cannot form a part of the real and indestructible Creation." 

The writer and all who think with him are confused because 
they use terms without a fixed and rational meaning. "God 
created all things; therefore if evil exists, God, Infinite Good, 
must have created it." But evil is not a thing; neither is good. 

Eighteousness is not a thing to be created, or unrighteousness. 

Eeeently its most popular lecturer thus argued. In a man- 
ner most beguiling, yet authoritative, he said: "God is infinite 
intelligence and wisdom." This seemed solid ground. Thence he 
proceeded : "The one infinite mind." This also seemed solid. 

Edging a little nearer his objective, and growing somewhat 
obscure in respect of the sense connection, but still keeping the 
word connection, and the sound connection, well to the front, 
he exclaimed : "This infinite mind includes all consciousness and 
continuity of life, and therefore is life." 

Thus he had progressed from "God" to "intelligence," to "wis- 
dom," to "mind," to "consciousness," to "life." 

It was only one step further, and he exclaimed: "He is not 
only life, but hath ordained eternal life, and is the law of life 
and health to men." 

A prominent citizen, who went at the request of a friend, re- 
ports that : "At this point nine-tenths of the lecturer's hearers, 
capable under any circumstances of becoming adherents, regarded 
the case as made out, and stopped thinking altogether. He had 
juggled 'God' and 'Health' into a sort of juxtaposition, and what 
more would you have ?" 

When Mrs. Eddy defines God "as divine Principle, supreme 
incorporeal Being, Mind, Spirit, Soul, Life, Truth, Love," she 
jumbles together the most incongruous ideas. Some are terms 
for the Essential Deity, others attributes or qualities. Righteous- 
ness, goodness, love, could not exist except as acts or qualities of 
a moral being. Decay in a tree or disease in a body is not moral 
evil, nor, considered as a part of the Universe, any kind of evil, 
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but a step in the universal and necessary change. If moral evil 
(that is, sin committed by a free, responsible being) exists, God 
is not responsible for it, only as he would be responsible for the 
creation of free beings. He could not cause a free being to 
become morally evil against that being's will. So that, unless 
all his creatures are to be machines, moral evil must be possible. 

Mrs. Eddy tries to impale on the horns of a dilemma those 
who do not accept her notions ; but there is no dilemma for any 
one who holds firmly that G-od is a moral being, knowing, loving 
and lovable, without limitations of space, power or wisdom. He 
has created man also a moral being, capable of knowing, loving, 
obeying and disobeying. All these inhere in his spirit. But his 
spirit is mysteriously related to the universe through a something, 
for the want of a better term, known as "body." This is taken 
cognizance of by the senses. Christianity and Philosophy alike 
speak of the body as the house, tabernacle, and the spirit, as the 
man. While God is everywhere and is Spirit, the spirit of man 
is distinct from that of God, and is a finite centre of conscious- 
ness, reason and will, clad, as Shakespeare describes it, "a muddy 
vesture of decay." Human bodies and the material universe of 
which the senses take cognizance are not spirit. 

Aiming to show that the author of "Absurd Paradox" cannot 
understand Christian Science without practising it, the writer of 
the "Simple Logic of Christian Science" begins with the words in 
which Christ gave thanks to the Father because He had hidden 
these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them unto 
babes. 

Of this passage he has misunderstood the meaning. Christ 
did not declare that his teachings could only be received by the 
ignorant and the incautious, and that literal infancy is its best 
preparation. It is those so self-sufficient as not to feel the need 
of Him he contrasted with the teachableness of the babe. The 
representative obviously confounds ehildlikeness with childish- 
ness. Both Christ and Paul addressed the "natural man" in the 
plane of reason, answered their questions, and proved the truth 
of their teachings before they were fully accepted. 

The representative of Mrs. Eddy has a low opinion of the 
intellectual faculty. In the "Simple Logic of Christian Science" 
he declares it to be "mortal mind;" "mortal mind" he identifies 
with the "carnal mind." This, Paul says, is "enmity against 
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God !" After this the authorized exponent declares that "the in- 
tellectual faculty is only another name for mortal mind." 

The only phenomenon to explain in Christian Science is Mrs. 
Eddy and her bewildering effect upon those whom she attracts. 
Nothing could more effectually prepare the way for such enslave- 
ment than the disparagement of the intellectual faculty. 

By the insufficient exercise of "the intellectual faculty" the 
representative of Christian Science has allowed himself to make 
several incredible assertions. 

He has said, "Christian Science has already healed virtually 
every disease known to the medical profession." Men rarely in- 
sert "virtually" into an affirmation, unless their object is to secure 
the effect of an unqualified assertion without taking the responsi- 
bility. In this case, with, or without, virtually the statement is 
untrue. 

They have never cured a case of cirrhosis of the liver, nor 
of multiple sclerosis — a disease in which nodules are formed in 
the brain which destroy the nervous elements, nor an unmis- 
takable case of that most distressing disease locomotor-ataxia, nor 
of general paresis of the insane, nor of organic dementia, nor of 
progressive muscular atrophy. 

Another assertion to be taken cum grano sails is this : 

"The failures of Christian Science are relatively rare. A very- 
high percentage of cures is effected." 

Belatively to what? the number of patients, the failures of 
physicians, or of Dowie, Simpson, or the Mormons. "They turn 
over most surgical cases to surgeons." Their failures are numer- 
ous. The dead are silent; of the uncured living, some hope 
against hope, others have returned to medical and surgical treat- 
ment. Some of their failures are charged up to physicians called 
in just before death in order to secure a certificate ; many, though 
they may be kept alive for days or weeks, have died because physi- 
cians have not been called till too late to restore them. Often 
physicians are sent for by those who, depending on Christian 
Science, had refused their aid. Their delays often render curable 
stages of disease incurable. Twenty-four hours' neglect may make 
a case of laryngeal diphtheria hopeless, or a short time cause an 
acute attack of Bright's disease to prove fatal or transform it into 
a chronic case when by prompt attention to diet or medicine this 
disaster might have been averted. When scandals arise the 
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Bureau of Publication is always ready to take the testimony of the 
healers and disclaim responsibility. 

There is no justification for the title of Christian Science. 
It is unchristian because it differs from Christ's teachings con- 
cerning God; man; prayer; the relations of the human spirit to 
its body; to the healing of disease; and to Christ's teachings 
concerning Himself. It is not scientific because its results are 
not uniform or ascertainable, and, such as they are, can be ex- 
plained by natural causes whose existence disproves the theory 
of Christian Science. It is a web of half truths and whole errors, 
deftly woven by a woman subtle enough to deceive and entangle 
herself by isolating herself from all but her subordinates, de- 
pendants, flatterers and devotees. 

An officer reported to his superior the name of a prisoner as 
Johnson and A?as answered, "I thought the name was Thomas." 
Said the officer, " 'Thomas' is his name, but 'Johnson' is his Ana- 
nias." Presumptuous Superstition is the real name of this inven- 
tion. Christian Science is a misnomer. 

I began the study of this class of subjects from the scientific 
point of view, and soon found that all that the human race had 
learned is false if this fad is truth. When its religious phase was 
elaborated, I found it to be a most inconsistent fanaticism, since, 
while using natural and "material" means for all other ends, it 
rejects them for the preservation and restoration of health. 

As President of the Board of Managers of the Seney Hospital 
in Brooklyn since its foundation, I have witnessed such miracles 
of surgery and medicine as would have caused the physicians and 
surgeons to be hanged by the pious Puritans of Massachusetts 
two centuries ago, had such mighty works been performed without 
explanation. And as one of the Managers of the State Hospitals 
of the Insane at Trenton and Morris Plains, I have seen the 
maniac whose screams and violent conduct had for many doleful 
nights and dismal days horrified those who loved him, and terri- 
fied those who essayed to restrain him, sink — under the magic 
of sulphonal, trional, or paraldehyde — into a sleep as quiet if not 
sweet as that of a babe. I have seen him in the morning, the 
spell broken, the blood less rapid, the voice less strident, and, 
in a few months, returning to his old self and to his home. I have 
seen the young girl, anaemic, and muttering in the stupor of 
melancholia, in six weeks respond to the blood-making elements 
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of well-selected foods, to the tonics, the sedatives, the baths, the 
exercise prescribed, the light of reason returning in the very 
month prophesied by the Medical Director. 

To "be out of one's senses" is a grievous affliction, to disparage 
the senses and the mental faculties which interpret their reports 
is a crime against human nature, and an imputation upon its 
Creator. 

For when disease undermines and tissues waste, when the 
brain reels under stress of agonizing pain, there is demanded a 
Science which ages of research and experimentation have brought 
to the opening century — a Science understanding and respecting 
both the body and the mind, which employes as medicine what 
God has endowed with suitable properties and which enforces the 
regimen His order in nature and man requires. 

Understanding, faith, and prayer have their place, but if 
blood gushes from a desperate wound, stay not to pray; ex- 
cept, indeed, in that swift appeal to God for help which a true 
worshipper instinctively breathes in dire extremity — but lose no 
time in applying the cautery to stanch the blood, the cordial to 
sustain the patient ; and, if necessary, the opiate to preserve him 
in quietude, or the stimulant to aid his failing heart. 

The deification of unreason called Christian Science cannot 
long survive the triumph of "mortal mind" over its Foundress. 
Mankind will not permanently adopt it, and her death, whether 
painless or painful, will "demonstrate" that "it is appointed unto 
man once to die," whatever his creed or character. Then another 
will be added to the interminable procession of meteors of fancy 
which the credulous have accepted as Truth. 

J. M. Buckley. 



